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Ihn XX1. 24. This is the Diſiipl which reſtifieth of IO 
theſe Things, and wrote thefe Things: and we Rnow | 
that his Teſtimony i is true. 


J. Matth. xi. 6. Bt Nd is he whoſoever ſhall not be 
' offended in me. . 
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nor Enthuſiaſts. 


Acts I 2 


am not mad, moſt noble Feſtus, 


but ſpeak forth the Words of 
Bols and Seberneſs. = 


Y Brethren ; The Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion i is plain and certain to every 
ſerious and conſiderate Man. The 
Excellency of the Precepts and Com- 


The Apoſtles neither lap . 


mands of JESUS CHRIST, the Subli- | 


mity of his Doctrines, the ſpeedy Propagation of »« 


the Goſpel through the World, the exact Accom- 
pliſhment of the Propheſies of the New-Telta- 


ment, the Miracles wrought by our bleſſed Saviour 


and his Apoſtles, and eſpecially his wonderful Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead; theſe hog are 5 
evident and undeniable Proofs of the tvinity 


conſiders them, and at the ſame Time calls JESU; 


CHRIST an Impeſtor, and his Religion a Fable, 


muſt be either "mp blind, or very perverſe. 
Nevertheleſs 


g 


this Faith and Doctrine, that he who. eng I 
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_- Nevertheleſs, there have been in all Ages, and 
there are many at this Day who disbeheve the 
Goſpel, and uſe all their Strength and Cunning, 
to fake and batter down the Proofs and Argu- 
ments, that ſerve to eſtabliſh it. From a pretend- 
ed Regard to Truth and the Welfare of Mankind, 
they oppoſe and blaſpheme a Religion, the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character iſticks of which are Reaſon, Love, 
and Beneficence. Sundry and diverſe are the Ways 
they take to confirm themſelves in their Errors, 
and to pre upon and deceive ſimple and unwa- 
Souls. | 
* But without mentioning any other Cauſe of In- 
fidelity, I propoſe to conſider that only, which is 
taken from the Characters and Qualifications of the 
Apoſtles; as if they were not credible Witneſſes of 
the Facts which they relate, having neither ſuffici- 
ent Knowledge nor Integrity to perſwade Belief ; 
but were a Number of falſe and deſigning; or, of 
fooliſh and viſionary Men, wanting to cheat the 
World, and to promote their own Intereſt by telling 
à fabulous Story; or, looking upon their own Fancies {| 
and Dreams and Imaginations as the Inſpiration of 
GOD, like thoſe vain Entbyfiaſts that have appear- 
ci in all Ages, in all Countries, and in all Religi- 
ons. With the divine Aſſiſtance I ſhall ſhew how 
groundleſs and unwarrantable this Objection is, and 
Fn before you a juſt and true Character of the 
Aͤpoſtles; that you may know to give a Reaſon of 
the Hope that is in you, and be enabled to ſtand 
faſt in the Belief and Practice of the Goſpel. _ 
And think not that a Diſcourſe of this Kind, is 
needleſs and in vain to an Aſſembly of Chriſtians. 
Indeed all of you my Brethren, profeſs the Chriſtian 
Religion, and to depend upon JESUS CHRIST as. 
your Saviour: but notwithſtanding, I am afraid, 
that but few have confidered the- Grounds upon 
which this Religion is built, and examined and felt 
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the Weight of the Arguments that ſerve to prove 
its Divinity. You are Chriſtians, not becauſe you 
have tried the Goſpel, and found it agreeable to 
ſound Reaſon and Underſtanding, worthy of GOD, 
and for the Benefit of Mankind; but becauſe you 
were bred and educated in this Way; or, becauſe 
it is agreeable to your Prejudices, and is the Faſhion 
and Cuſtom of the Country. But ſuch a Faith is 
not acceptable to GOD, who requires a reaſonable 
Service; it cannot hold out againſt the Attacks of 
an Infidel, nor ſupport you in a Time of Tempta- 
tion, and enable you to bring forth the Fruits of 
Hohneſs. We have therefore too much Cauſe 
frequently to repreſent to you the Evidencesof the 
Truth of our moſt holy Faith. Beſides, the Apoſtle 
Fobn ſays to thoſe that already believed in JESUS 
CHRIS T, 1 Joh. 5. 13. Theſe Things have I written 
to you that believe on the Name of the Son of -GOD, 
that ye may know: that. ye have eternal Life, and that 
ye may believe on the Name of the Son of God: by 
which, Words, he plainly intimates; that tho' Men 
have a rational Belief of the Truths of the Goſpel, 
yet it is of great Service to them often to meditate 
upon the Grounds of this Belief; it confirms and 
ſtrengthens this Principle, and makes them more 
5 1 and active in obeying the Commands of 
GOD. And further, by repreſenting the Credibi- 
lity of the Apoſtles, and the Nature of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, in a full and ſhining Light; ſuch as 
are tinctured with Enthuſiaſm may, by the Influ- 
ence of divine Grace, be convinced of their Folly 

and. Extravagance, and reduced to Truth and So- 
berneſs: - for at the ſame Time that we argue a- 
gin Labels, we have an Opportunity to expoſe 
he Abſurdity and Madneſs of Enthuſiaſts...» — 
The Words I have read for my Text are a very 
proper Foundation for a Diſcourſe of this Kind. In 
order ta have a clear and full nn of + 

» 4.2 E em, 
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them, it will be neceſſary to confider theirConhee- 
tion with the preceeding Verſes, and to explain the - 
feveral Terms of the Text. In the beginning f 
this Fa wag the ſacred 2 informs 5 us, chat 
the Apoſtle Paul being brought before King doripa 
and ebe Porcius eſtus, he — ted 
to ſpeak for himſelf againſt the Accuſations of is 
Enemies the Fews. In his excellent Defence, he 
mentions his blameleſs and. inoffenſive Life among 
the Jews, in whoſe Religion he had been bred am, 
and his having been of the ſtricteſt Sect of thatRe- 
hgion, a Phariſee, who maintained the Neſurrection 
of the Dead, and a future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments in another Life, for the Hope of which 
he was called in queſtion. Then he goes on to ſay, 
that the Heat hen and Sadducees — 22 be prejudiced 
againſt this Doctrine, as incredible to the natumal 
Reaſon of Mankind; but that no Man could think it 
more incredible or more falſe, than he had thou ẽ 
the Chriſtian Religion, that be put be Faint in 
Priſon, that he perſecuted them to ftraupe Ct, that 
be compelled them to blaſpheme, and afjiſted in having 
them put to Death; but that GOD, amidft- all his 
Rage and Fury . againſt his blefſed Son and bis 
Saints, had in an extraordinary Manner converts + 
ed him, and given him the Authority and: Commits 
ſion of an Apoſtle, to preach that el which 
he had ſo ſeverely perſecuted ;. which he had done 
from the Time he was called to that Office, to 
Day, faying, according to ancient Prophefies; thut 
CHRIST ſboald ſuffer, and that he be tbe firſt 
that ſhould riſe from the Dead, and fboald ſhow Light _ 
unto the People, ani to the Gentiles V. 3. 
Ic this noble and juſt Defence, HFſtur makes aan 
inſulting and paſſionate Anſwer, Paul,” thou t Se 
fede thy ſelf: much Learning doth make thee ma. Ob- 
fer ve the Impreſſion that the Truths of the Gatpel - - 
make upon a vicious and diſorderly Mind. 2 
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of examining into the Matter as would have bes 
come a juſt and impartial judge, and a reaſonable 
and ſober Man, Feſtus full of Prejudiees againit the 
Dottrines and acts related by the 4poſ#lez not be- 
ing able to reconcile them «with his own pre- con- 
caved-Notions and Ways of thinking, nor caring 
to give himſelf the Trouble of a farther Enquiry; 
he pronounces Pau! a wild and diſtrated Man. To 
which, the Apoſtie replied, as in the Words of our 
Text; Jam not mad 19/t noble Feſtus ; but ſpeak forth 
the Words of Truth and Soberneſs. BS go Re 
The Apoſtle does not wax angry, nor ſeverely re- 
prove the blaſphe mous Speech of Feſtus : On the 
contrary he ſtill addreſſes hm in honourable Terms: 
noble Feſtus. He was an arrogant and unrea- 
ſonable Man; but he was in an high Ohee in 
the State, and cloathed with great Power and Au- 
thority; therefore the Apgſtle treats him with le 
Reſpect ſuitable to his Dignity. Give to Ceſar, ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour, the Things'that are Cæſar . Our 
Apoſtle likewiſe in many Places, commands Chriſtians 
to. he ſubject to the bigher Powers. The Apoſtle Pe- 
ter ſays, Fear GOD, hongur the King. Accordingly 
the 4poſtles, perſwadedof the Neceſſity of this, for 
the Good of Mankind, and the Succeſs: of txue Ræ- ? Ve 
ligion, always behaved with Reverence to Rulers * _ 
and Perſons in Authority; they reſpected tfieir Office, 
— and anſwered 


in the Perſons: of the Great and Mighty : Canceited 
2 and warm Enthyfiaſts under Pretence of Hatred c 
Si, deſpiſe all Rule and Authority; they Tecynget-! 
| _ ſelves up againſt every Thing that is called fo, Bat” 
the Adeſtles, at the ſame Time that they vingeated 
the Cauſe: of Truth and Virtue, expreſſed proper 
Submiſſien and Honour to bigher Powers: Nomung 
A could be more haughty W arrogant, 20g more 
3 | | 


2 
WAL 
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weak and unbecoming a. Governour, than this De- 
cifion of Feſtus. It was a Shame and Diſgrace to 
him. Nevertheleſs, the Apoſtle anſwers, Moſt 
noble Feſtus. e | BE: 
But the great Reſpect which the Apoſtle paid to 
Feſtus, did not make him forget the Regard he 
owed to himſelf and to the Cauſe he was defend- 
ing. The Governour reflected ſeverely both upon 
the Apoſtle and his Doctrine. Inſtead of being con- 
founded at his Greatneſs, or terrified at the Thoughts 
of his Reſentment, ſo as to pay him a mean and 
baſe Compliſance, by contradicting or ſoftening 
what he had ſaid, or by remaining ſilent, the A4po- 
/He replied briskly, and at the ſame Time with 
Calmneſs and Conſtancy, I am not mad, I fpeak 
forth the Wards of Truth and Soberneſs. \ 
In which: Words, we may obſerve theſe two \. 
Things; Firs The Apoſtle ſays, That he ſpeaks the 
Words of TRUTH; chat is, he did not endeavour 


to impoſe upon Mankind, b Drege what- he 
knew to be tale; no, he re y beheved the Doc- 


trine he delivered, his Judgment was fully conyin- 
ced of the Truth of what he taught, and his Heart 
as well as his Tongue, was engaged in the Cauſe. 
Secondly, He affirms, that he ſpeaks the Wards of 
SOBERNESS; that is, he was not afooliſh and en- 
thuſiaſtick Man, taking his own groundleſs Opini- 
ons and Fancies for the Illumination of the Spirit 
of GOD ; but he was in the full Exerciſe of his 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, and taught and rela- 

ted nothing but what was true and rell. 


A But my Brethren, yard our Text leads us to 
of the Integrity and Judgment of the : 
ſit Paul only, we ſhall not confine —— 
this Topick. We propoſe to extend the Argu- 
ment to all the reſt of the Apoſtles,, and to prove” 
that they were credible Witneſſes of the ry 3 


Tue Apoſtles neirber Impoſtors nor Enthuſiaſts. Er 


of the Goſpel; that they did ſpeat the Words of = 
Truth and Soberneſs. = 8 


It, The Teſtimony of the Apoſtles is TRUE; 2 
they really believed what they taught, to be N 
Truth; they did not deſign to impoſe upon, 
or to deceive the World, by preaching JE- 
SUS CHRIST and his Goſpel. 8 
Hag, The Teſtimony of the Apoſtles is SOBER ; 
they were in the full Exerciſe of their Rea- 
fon and Underſtanding, and were not impoſ- 
ed upon by their own groundleſs Opinions 
and Fancies. 5 8 8 
| I. 


The Teſtimony of the Apoſtles is TRUE; they, 
really believed what they taught, to be Truth; 
they had no Deſign to impoſe upon, or to de- 

ceive the World by preaching FESUS CHRIST, 
and his Goſpel, e 

If you will allow the Apoſtles to have been Men 
of common Senſe and Underſtanding, you cannot 
ſſibly conceive, for what Reaſons they ſhould 
ve publiſhed the Chriſtian Religion, with fo great 

Zeal and Conſtancy, doing and ſuffering every 

Thing to perſwade others of the Truch of it, if 
they had believed it to be falſe. Let us judge of 

Things done in former Ages, and in remote Coun- 
tries, by what comes to paſs, and we are Witneſſes 

to, among ourſelves; for in certain Reſpects hu- 

man Nature hath always been, and ſtill is the ſame 
in all Places of the World. We never act (in 
difficult and dangerous Matters eſpecially) but from 
ſome Spring or Motive, that awakens and deter. 
mines us, and whereby we are ſupported and en- 
, Eouraged to go on in our nden And this 
Motive is an Apprehenſion of Good, true ot falſe, 
ſolid or apparent. If then the Apoſtles did not re- 
ally believe, but feign the Doctrines which the 
* B 2 preached, 
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preached;. they muſt have had, in their own Opi· 
nion, ſome great and neceſſary Reaſon for ſo do- 
ing, But what Reaſon-could there poſſibly be to 
induce them to this? If there was any, it muſt have 
been ſome one, or other of theſe following; a great 
Love to the Memory of their Maſter; or, a Deſire 
cf Riches and Honours and Preferments; or a De- 
ſign to gain Fame and Reputation to themſelves, 
But the. Apoſtles could not be actuated by any one 
of theſe Motives, And this I: ſhall prove; not 
that there is the leaſt Difficulty in the Matter; but 
that even the weakeſt Chriſtians: may be able to 
ſtop the Mouthes of Infidels, when they alledge 
that the Apaſtles carried on tome worldly Deſign 
by preaching the Goſpel, ny tg Ep 
Fir, The Apoſtles, if the Things which they 
preached were tatſe, could not be actuated in their 
Undertaking by a great Love to their Maſter. Tis 
true, the Diſciples ſeemed to have greatly loved 
tim during his Liſe; becauſe they hoped to ſhare 
al the Riches and Glory of the Kingdom, which 
they imagined he was to ſet up in the World. But 
when this vain Hope of their's was fruſtrated, when 
inſtea4 of being raiſed to a Crown and Kingdom, 
and themſelves his firſt Officers of State; they ſaw 
their Maſter perſecuted, condemned, crucified, bu- 
ried, and themſelves left friendleſs and expoſed to 
| Reproach and Ridicule upon his Account; muſt 
thev not have loſt their great Eſteem of him, and 
cooled in their Love towards him? Nay, muſt net 
they have been filled with Diſguſt and Hatred to 
him for having ſo much abuſed them, as they could 
not but think he had done? So that inſtead of 
- proclaiming him the Son f G0, they muſt have 
condemned him as an Impeſtar ; inſtead of embraeing 
and publiſhing any Doctrines which he taught, they 
muſt have abhorred them, and warned all Men - 
gainſt them. It is natural to ſuppoſe, chat: the 
| nas 
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Minds of the: Apoſtles maſt have operated in this 
But though contrary to what gener appens 
to all Mankind in like : Circumſtances, x Bir could 
have loved their Maſter, even after he had deceiv- 
ed them, and all their Hopes of Riches and Hondurs 
were fruſtrated (for when once ſome Perſons have 
taken a liking to a Man, and engaged in his Caplſe, 
it is not even the greateſt Follies and Crimes, that 
can make them alter their Sentiments) yet, is it 

ible, that in order to acquire Fame and Glory to 
is Name and Religion, they ſhould have expoſed 
themſelves to the greateſt Diſgrace and Miſery, if 
they had taken his Religion to be a Fable, and him- 
ſelf a Deceiver ? Ne e 
I I know that Infidels alledge againſt this Way of 
Reaſoning, the Fable of the Apparition of Romulus 
to Proculus a Senator of Rome, who ſwore that he 
had ſeen Romulus after his Death, more glorious 
and venerable than ever he was in his Life,afcend © 
to Heaven, and command that he ſhould. ever: af 
terwards be adored as a God. But there:3s no Com- 
pariſon between the Teſtimony of Proculur, and 
that of the Apoſiles, - If it be true, what maybe ga- 
thered from the Roman Hiſtorians, that the 'Sena- 
tors difpleaſed with Romulus, took the Advan 
of a great Storm, to kill him, and ſaid that he was 
deſtroyed by Lightning: If they were afraid left 
the Sight X him dead ſhould have rendered them 
odious to the People, who all loved him; it was 
- altogether agreeable to their Intereſt to ſupport the 
Story of his being carried up to Heaven in a Storm. 
They choſe rather to adore a dead Man, than to 
have a tyrannical Maſter in a _ one. And as 
for the People, it was a great Pleaſure to them, to 
think, that the Founder of their City, was to be for 
ever their Tutelar God. All this was agreeable to 
che Notions and Prejudices of thoſe Times. No- 
. 5 thing 
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N ut Men woe run; Fr — g then 


this was not the Caſe with the 
they imagine, that the Way for 
or to procure the Conveniences and Comforts of 
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thing hath been more groß and abſurd, in all Ages, 
than the Ideas of ind in Matters of Religion. 
They thought that the Gods were ſo like to Men, 


the Apoſties preached FESUS CHRIST and his 


Goſpel, in — to the Opinions and Preju- 


dices of both Jews and Gentiles, and contrary to 
the Commands of all the. rich and Men in 


the World: Their Syſtem of Religion condemned 
all others upon the Face of the whole Rarth; and 


no ſooner did they open their Mouths in Favour 
of their Maſter, than they were perſecuted, ſcourg- 
ed, condemned, executed. 

Secondly, The Apoſtles did not preach the 


Golpe! 
from a Deſign to get Wealth and Riches, and to 
riſe to Honours and Preferments. Indeed this 


Principle hath often actuated Men, ſince the Goſ. 


pel came to be eſteemed in the World. 


_ with great Zeal and Diligence preached the 
Religion from Town to Town, and from 


; — to Country, chiefly to be honoured and 


eſteemed, and to acquire Wealth and Riches. But 
les. How could 
em to get Eſtates, 


Life, was to preach, that a mean. Few who was ig- 


nominouſly crucified at Jawſalem, was the Son of 


GOD, and had riſen again from the Dead). How 


could it enter into their "Thoughts, chat in order 
to riſe to Honours and Preferments, they muſt yeach | 
à Religion, that was univerſally contemned — ri- 
diculed? Did not they on the r Ra 
this was the ſtrait and plain Noad to the greateſt 
Want and Poverty, Shame and Diſgrace 
- they all the Reaſon in the World to 


| Cat dreadful Fate, which their 
 feted? The Hands of the Fewr, as One expreſſed 
nt it, 


kale 
had lately ſu · 
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it, were ſtill red with the. Blood of their Mobs 


and their Hearts enflamed with Hatred againft all 


them that defended his Reputation, even to che 5 
excommunicating them, as Perſons accurſed. - "Tis 


then a vain Thing to ſay, that the Apoſtles deſign; 
ed — and Preferments by preaching 
the 

Their Manner of. Life likewiſe ſerves to clear 


then of all Suſpicions of this Kind. They were 
indeed reproached and vilified by the World: but 
even their greateſt Enemies never maintained, that 
they were — and abandoned in their Lves : 

ally, they never gave the leaſt Grounds: to 


F pect them of covetous and ambitious Views; 


they did not recommend vulgar and darling Open | 


ons; they did not flatter and careſs Men in Power 


and Author1 they did not creep into Houſes, 
and make 4 Cain 


of their rich Converts; they did 


not make Collections and purchaſe Lands under 


Pretence of devoting them to pious and charitable - 
Uſes-: could any ſuch Thing as this be fix d upon 


them, we — be able to defend their 


aGer. The Collections made by their Order, were 


diſtributed to the poor Saints, by Perſons whom the 


Apoſtles continued to their laſt Breath, without Ho- 
nours, without Eſtates, without Houſes, without 


Attendants: They worked with their own Hands; 


or, chey lived upon the Charity of others; and 
very often, like their divine Maſter, they had not 
where to lay their Heads. 


What Sort of Men are they that commonly be- 2 
came great and rich in the World? They are ſuch 
406 1A quite contrary to thoſe of the 


are ep and Flatterers, cun · 

baſe Conformers to prevail - 
— yo va be what they will, and 
* wiul Men of the * Merit, if 


"hey 


BE 


Contributors made Choice of for this Purpoſe: The 
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they will not ſacrifice to the injudicious and fiele 
Multitude, their Reaſon, and their Conſcience, ate 


neglected, if not contemned and affronted. 


The Apoſtle Paul eſpecially cannot be thought to 
have acted from Views of Intereſt. He had a 
ſhorter as well as a more ſure Way to Preferments 
and Riches. He was a Man of great natural Parts 
and Abilities, he was well acquainted with all Sorts of 
Learning, he was skilled in all the Arts of Elaquence,& 
often ſpake ſo as even to move, and almoſt perſwade 
the greateſt Men, and the moſt powerful Enemies 


to IEsus Cnnxisr and his Religion. So that no 


doubt with theſe Qualifications. he might have 
raiſed himſelf to the higheſt Offices of Power and 
Authority, and gathered as much Wealth as he 
pleaſed, among the Fews his Countrymen, if he could. 


have acted a falſe or deceitful Part. He was 


likewiſe a Citizen of Rome; and therefore if he 
could have been ſo falſe as to change his Religion 
from worldly Views, that of the ns was the 
faireſt for his Purpoſe. It is highly probable, that 


by going to Rome, and exerting his Talents among; + of 
ole 


Maſters of the World, he might have almoſt - 


fatisfied his covetous and ambitious Deſires. Buthe, - 


as well as the reſt of the Apoſtles, made Choice of a 
Religion that led directly to 1 Diſgrace, and 
all manner of Hardſhips. Did theſe Men carry on 
2 Deſign for Riches and Power? e 
Thirdly, Neither did they forge the Things which 
they preached from a Deſign. of Reputation and 
Fame. I confeſs human Nature is vain and fan- 
taſtick, ſtubborn and obſtinate. Men very often 
engage in a wrong Cauſe, and defend it to the laſt, - 


through want of Conſideration, through a raſh and 


ecipitate Judgment, through Pride and Folly... - 
t ſuppoſing the Apoſtles, as we do in this Argu- 
ment, to have been Men of but a moderate Des Ws 


gree of Reaſon and Underſtanding, they muſt have: 
\ <4 | ſeen 


Twi Ayoftles aber Tripoſtors no Eithuftafts. 
ſeen that their Deſi —— 
ſacceed, that it mu uhavoidably in a very thi 
Iime come to nothing © for as to the wonderful 
Sudceſs of the Goſpel in che Mouths of the _— 
ſtlesg: md the great Glory which by thut they ac 

ured, and ever will preferve, it cannot be oy 
oy forefaw this, without aſcribing to them a Po- 
er to foretell future Events, which is the Thingwe 
contend for. 

Indeed, had they told 4 plealmt St ; that would 
have amuſed and gratihed Mankind ; had they taught 
_ agreeable tothe: Prejudices of thEWorla 

general, or of a cercain' People in particular, 

chey might have had ſome Ho 6 4 of attaining their 

Men with Notions aud Dreams, 

that wolld have been ſo entertaining to them. Bar 

inſtead of tbir, chey taught Doctrines, they inculea. 

ted Precepts and Commands, they required Practices 

_— peared | unreaſonable and ſevere to all the 

rid, Fer and Gentiles, high and low, rich and 

= hat Glory could they expect from contra« 
and difoblogin every Body? ©. 

What Madneſs would it have been for them 


to wr te all the preſent Pleaſures of the World, 
which they were 


le of enjoying to a Glory alter 
they were J 0 nihilated, and conſe quentix 


wh they could not poſſibly have any Senſe of it! 
Tis true ſome of the ancient Grevians wes Romans 
threw their Lives out of vain Glory, to acquire 
Fame and Reputation. But they did is fromthe 
Hope of living in another World; and enjoying the 
Fame by which their Names ſhoald be celebrated 
nv this; 
falſe Witneſſes, could not expe& an happ Phy. Immor - 
but 3 of being extinguihed 

,- if they believed a futur State, 
cheir Lies ad hen * ruſt have age, 4 


Whereas" the &poſtles, if they had been 
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to them nothing, but eternal Pain and Miſery to 
be inflicted upon them there. oe nat 
But ſuppoſe they could have fooliſhly flattered 
- themſelves with Succeſs, and ron, ſe all the En- 
joyments of the World, for the Sake of an imagi- 
nary Fame hereafter, muſt not Experience ſoon 
have 'undeceived them, and obliged them to: quit a 


* 


= 


Cauſe in which there was nothing but Shame and 
Difgrace ? Muſt they not ſoon have ſeen, that 
their Names, inftea of being talked of with Eſteem 
and Honour, would be an hiſſing in all Nations 
wherever they ſhould be mentioned? Did not they 
ſoon obſerve that they were reckoned the Offfcour- 
ings of the Earth? and what Reaſon had the 
to expect that ever it would be otherwiſe witli the 
To ſay, that the Apoſtles were like the Man who 
burnt the Temple of Diana at Epheſus, chuſing a 
bad Fame rather than none at all, is a wild and 
extravagant Suppoſition, inconſiſtent with their 
Character, their Numbers and Circumſtances. 
. Foarthly, The Objection, that the Apoſtles did not 
believe the Religion they taught, is inconſiſtent 
mw the Nature and Tendency of that Religion. 
hat is the Nature and Tendency of the Goſpel 
5 e d 2 It is every Way agreeable to the 
moſt refined and exalted Notions: of 60D, moſt 
Eee of the Nature, and conducive to the 
appineſs and Well-being of Men. The Apoſtles 
teach us to fear, adore and love GOD with all our 
Hearts and all our Souls, to love our ſelves only in 
him, to neglect and ſacrifice ourſelves for his Sake; 
to worſhip, to pray, and to hope to be accepted 
of him through the Merits and Interceſſion of Jegus 
CARIsT, his only begotten, and well-beloved Son. 
They teach us to deal juſtly and equitably with all 
Men, to love them as our ſelves, to lay our ſelves. 
out in promoting their Happineſs, to forgive dur 
Enemies, and to return /them Good for Evi. They 
teacn 
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teach us to be ſober and temperate, and patient 


and contented in all Conditions and Circumſtances 
of Life; In a Word, they teach us to imitate the 
moral Perfections of GOD, and to become Parta- 


' kers of his Natur. | 


Now, my Brethren, do not theſe Things prove, 
that the Apoſtles were honeſt and upright Men, that 
there was no Fraud, nor Deceit in them? Could 
Impoſtors and Deceivers have taken ſo much Pains 
to inſtruct the World in the moſt wiſe and virtuous 
Leſſons, that ever were heard of? No; theſe 
Doctrines and Precepts are too uneaſy to wicked 
Hearts, they give them too much Trouble, for them to 
make them ſo familiar to themſelves, as they muſt do, 
in order to repreſent them in all the Light and 
Force, in which they are to be ſeen in the Goſpel. 
No reaſonable Man can conceive, that the Authors 
of the pureſt and moſt perfect Syſtem of Religion 
and Morality that ever was heard of, ſhould. have 
taken Pleaſure in deceiving the beſt of Men, and 
impoſing upon them Lies and Falſhoods. Had they 
been Impoſtors, they would have taught another Sort 


of Religion; their own Corruptions and wicked 


Diſpoſitions would certainly have mixed with it. 


So that inſtead of a reaſonable, holy and divine Re- 


ligion, we ſhould have had a Mixture of Truth and 
Falſhood, of Virtue and Vice, of important and 
trifling Things. I ſhall conclude this firſt Part of 
our Diſcourſe with obſerving in the BETS 
Laſt Place, That the Apoſtles could not be Im- 
pans becauſe they ventured their Lives for their 

eſtimony, and ſealed it with their Blood. They 
gained nothing by preaching the Goſpel, neither 
worldly Riches, nor Preferments, nor Glory; nor” 


+ Pleaſures; nay, ſo far were they from that, that 


they expoſed themſelves hereby to Poverty, an! 
Shame, and Diſgrace and Pain: and what is the: 
higheſt Evidence that can be given of any Man'sSin-; 
42 | 2 


, C cerity, 


| 


.and that with .as much ſeeming Readineſs and 
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cerity, they: 1 the Goſpel and 
ſealed it with haveoften boaſt - 
5 52 of b ready: to aſter every Thing, and even 
f in any Shape whatſoever, tor the Sake 
_ x Doctrines and 8 but they haue 
S n Methods to eſcape the Trial; 
1 , back in a Ting of e 
The ee ; did not fooliſhly e themſelves to 
Sufferings: but they did not decline them, when 
the * of GOD called upen them to bear 
Teſtimony to the Truth in this Manner; andalmoſt 
all of — according to the Hiſtory we have of 
them, fealed their Danes with their Blood. 
It is true, to lay down our Lives for a Cauſe, does 
nat ſufficiently.prove the Truth of that Cauſe, or 
the Infallibility of the Perſon that lays down his 
Life for it, Many alas! have died i = a bad Cauſe, 


Chearfulnefs, as if they had been abſolutely certain 
of the Truth and Goodnefs of it, But the Mar- 
tyrdom of the Apoſtles, is the beſt Argument that 
can be, that they were ſincere in that for which 
they ſuffered Martyrdom, and that they really be · 
lie ved what they taught. It was never known, it 
is unnatural to ſuppoſe that any Man ſhould perſiſt. in 
aſſerting what he knows to be falſe, to the Loſs of 
his Life; much leſs thata Number' of Men, as the 
Apoſtles, ſhould in the fame monſtrous Folly: 
and Madneſs. ere is no Motive to inducetheny 
to this. On the contrary, they fuffer Pain and Diſ- 
grace and Miſery here, and they muſt be.exeluded' 
ſrom the Happineſs of another. Koz becauſe ac. 
cording to their own Scheme, allfalfe and diſhoneſt: - 


 Menmuſt ſuffer the Puniſhment of ow Wichndagls 


in the next Life. 
Since then, the. 
x Love to their 


- mance of it. 


uu. leaſt Aan kiſnes them of a 
Deſign to get Riches and Preferments,” or . 

— and Reputation; fince de Rel . 

95 & divine, and — — 
Di &Wickedneſfs,and they ſealed cheirBelſof 
of it with their Blood; there is not cherefere the 
leaſt Ground to ſalpe& them of a Deſign to impoſe 
. World, by teaching what they knew to be 


On the conti re is all imaginable 
r true and honeſt 


Men, and that they did ſpeak the real Sentiment 
of their Hearts. Let us now proceed to the ſe · 
cond. general Head, which was to new that the 
Teſtimony of the Apoſttes is SOBER, that they 
were in the full Exerciſe of their Reaſan, and Un- 
| derſtanding, and not impoſed Upon by cher own. 
r en and TIT ow: 


The human Mind is liable to 8 Diſorders and 
 Extravagagces. Many Perſons from the Conceits 
of awarmedorover-weening Brain, perſwade them; 
felves: that they are the particular Favourites of 
Heaven, and that every vain Notion that ſettles 
ftrongly in their Fancies, is the Effect of divine In- 
| kae and that for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
2 and feel annexed. totheir Notipns, - 
what they fo — take to be ſupernatural Joys and 
Raptures: 
mours gets Poſſeſſion of a Man, whatever ction he | 
finds in himſelf a ſtrong Inclination to do, be it ne: 
ver fo wicked and „the Impreſſion is thought 
to be 4 Cal from G00; and ſtung with a Violence 
not to be checked or controuled,; without Confidera- 
yon, without 3 he hurries into the Perfor- 


ſpreads itſelf faſter and 
more an than this wild and extra 


Humour-. © When ſuffered to gather Stre it 
60 N its Infection through a ultitude, $25 | 
« Havock - 


when once this enthuſtaſtick Hu- 
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cc Havock in a Nation, like a Fire driven by the 
cc Wind through a rich Harveſt of Corn: It overturns 
cc all Religion, Government, Order and Decency, 


ce and like a Torrent bears down every Thing before 


ce jt. The Enthuſiaſt, like all other Madmen, hath 


more Spirit and Strength than uſual, and he exerts 
himſelf to a Degree wonderful and more than hu- 


man. He profeſſes ſo much Truth and Sanctity, 


ſpeaks with ſo great Zeal and Confidence, pretends. 


to ſo much Freedom and Familiarity with GOD, 
and looks with ſo much Emotion and Fire, thatthe 


Multitude amazed and ravithed at his extraordina- 


ry Air and Manner of Talking, are melted down 
before him, implicitly receive his Notions and Im- 
preſſions, and become molded into what Form he 
3 e | | 
g Such Perſons as theſe, according to the Suggeſti- 
on of Infidels, were the Diſciples and Apoſtles of 
FESUS CHRIST ; - and therefore ſay they, their 
Teſtimony is not at all to be depended upon: All 
the peculiar Doctrines and Facts related in the Goſ- 
pel, are the Product of their diſtracted and viſionary 
Brains. But in this Reſpect the Adverſaries of our 
Religion are very much miſtaken. There is no 
Compariſon between the Perſons we call Enthuft- 
aſts, and the Diſciples and Apoſtles af Jesus CHRIST. 
And that you may be fully ſatisfied of this, conſider 
Firſt, the Circumſtances of the Facts related by the 
Apoſtles ; Secondly, the Miracles which they wrought. 
Thirdly, the Excellency of their Doctrines; Fourthly, 
the Prejudices and evil Habits and Cuſtoms which 
they rooted out and overcame ; FHifthly, the Tem- 
per of their Minds, and their moral Character and 
Behaviour; Sixthly, their great Regard to Reaſon, 
and the Perfection to which they carried it. © The 
Conſideration of theſe Articles will - ſufficiently: 
prove, that the Apoſtles were ſober Men. 
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Urſt, As to the Circumſtances of the Facts which 
they relate. Perſons under the Influence of a delu- 
ded Imagination, believe and relate every Thing 
they hear, or fancy or dream, and that is agreeable 
to their Inclinations and Prejudices, without enquir?⸗- 
ing whether it be right or wrong, true or falle 
They delight in ſtrange and wonderful Events, hap: 
pening in remote Countries and at a great Diſtance 
of Time, in Miracles done in the Dark which no 
Body ever ſaw, and monſtrous Sights in the Air; 
their Converſation is full of Viſions, Impulſes, Pro- 
pheſies, Revelations; their Opinions are notori- 
ouſly abſurd, and their Schemes cheqder d with groſs 
Contradictions; they are likewiſe inconſiſtent with 
eos nag mie and different Perſons of the ſam 
Stamp, deliver quite con Things. 
The Apoſtles were . another Character. 
The Things which they related, were plain and obvi- 
ous: Matters of Fact, which every Body might know 
the Truth of. They teſtifie, that FESUS CHRIST 
after his. Crucifixion and Death, did-ri/e again from 
the Dead, that he ſbewed himſelf alive by many infal- 
lible Proofs ; and after forty Days, when the Time was 
come for him to aſcend to the Father, before the Eyes 
of the Diſciples and them that were with them, be was 
parted from them, and taken-up, and a Cloud received 
him out. of their Sight. All the Diſciples did con- 
verſe with JESUS CHRIST after his Reſur- 
rection, they did eat with him, they heard him 
give Thanks, they ſaw him break Bread, they 
touched his Body, and found it to be Fleſh and Bones. 
Behold my Hands and my Feet, ſaid he to them, that it 
is I myſelf. He was ſeen of them in this Manner 
at ſeveral Times for forty Days, ſo that they had 
all- Opportunity to examine into the Matter, and 
- — all 1 . — did f 8 lf 
e Things pertaining to the Kingdom o „ 
and gave them ſeveral Inſtructions with r to 
1 elr 
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with reckons! owers and Gifts, which rouſed 
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their Behaviour and Conduct; and after all, they 
faw him parted from them, and carried up, malbthe 
Cloads intercepted their Sg. Now, the Qirtum- 
ſtances of theſe Facts are ſueli, that the Apeftlevand 
other Witneſſes could not poſſtbly be':decerved:; 
they could not be all this while unde d s 
of a vitionary Brain; they had piemiful and clear 
and convineing Evidence of the Truth and Reality 
4 the Ræſurredtion and Aſcenſion of our Saviour 5 
W not po Fan 50 d. be deceived, unloſs they 
ceive: themſelves; : But we 

ee erde were fo far from this Deſign 
— ca thy bat alt the Reaſon in che World to the 


„Let. us nh BY Miracles wrought 

by the 4 — Though they taught a reaſonable 
Religion, and were 8 Witneſſes 
—.— yet becauſe they went and 


of e e 


preached to 00 thoſe chat never ſaw them before, and 


eonſequently had no Reaſon at e believe their 


Teſtimony, and becauſe th ſed by the 


1 learned Men and Wir of the. World, 

by ong Prejudices ueation im a oitrurñ 
Religion, = by the Luſts and Intereſts of the 
wicked and vicious; therefore in order to overcame 
all chis 2 to procure Succeſs to the 
Gofpel,- pleaſed ta endue the A4poſdles 


and alarmed; Mankind, and convinced them, that 
GOD was come dawn am them. GOD Sore 
Witneſs. to: them with Signs an Wonder, and with 
diverſe Miracles, amd. Gifts of the Hoy Get. 
Nay, the Sm f GOD himfelf, who ſpake ar never 


Man ſpake, condefcended'to prove his Divinity, 


and che Truth of his. 
cles. He deſired the: 


Jews: 2 x. 


Accbunt of the good and mighty Works hd tut -- + 
* them. a ; 
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which GOD hath always given to theſe, whom he 
hath ſent upon an extraordinary Meſſage to Mans 
kind, and what we reaſonably demand from all Pre+ 
tendersto Inſpiration, and ſuch as ſay, that they have = 
an extraordinary Commiſſion to retorm the World, 
But how different is the Conduct of Enthuſiaſts in 
this Reſpect, from that of our Hσ Savieur and his 
Apoſtles ? Though they not only perſwade them- 
ſelves, but are likewiſe very much it earneſt to per 
ſwade others, that they have an immediate Inter- 
courſe with GOD, are under the peculiar Guidance 
of his Holy Spitit in all their Thoughts and Opini- 
ons, and are commiſſioned immediately from Hea- 
ven, to teach and fave Men 78 they gie us no 
Manner of Proof; much leſs do they work Mira- 
cles, to convince us that they are inſpired ;*butthey. _ 
require us to believe them, meerly becauſe: they 
fay, that they feel the Spirit of GOD wichm them, 
and are confident and peremptory, that they can» 
. hot de deceived. TT EE ET IT - 
I confeſs ſome of the Priefts of the*.Church of 
| Rome, ſtill pretend to miraculous Powers and Guts? 
but it is in thoſe Places of their Communion, Where 
Credulity and Superſtition greatly prevail, and te 
People dare not, or, have not an Opportunity to de- 
re the Forgery. Neither their Popes, nor their 
learned Men pretend to any ſuch Power. Some En- 
_ thuſiaſts among Profeſtants likewiſe in their Ravings, 
have confidently boaſted, that the mighty Powerof 
GOD hath been with them, and Miracles have been 
done by them, and ha ve charged thoſe with Blaſphe- 
ming the Ghoſt, that have dared to deny the 
Reality of them. But after all, their Pretenfions 
have been abfolutely falſe and groundlefs, ſuppar! 
ted only by a baſe Abuſe of Scripture Exprefſions; 
or, the Effect of a ſtrong and wild Imagination; 
And it is only thoſe, that have worked themſelves 
up to the greateſt . 
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their Fellows, that pretend to work Miracles in 


Confirmation of their Impulſes and Fancies. The 
Generality reſt their bold Claims upon their own 
blind and confident Perſwaſion. They tell you, 
that they know they are in the right, as certainly as 
they know any one Thing whatſoever; that they 
ſee the Light infuſed into their Underſtandings by 
the Spirit of GOD, as clear as the Light of the Sun 


at Noon- day; that they feel the Impulſes and Ope- 


rations of Heaven, and cannot be deceived in what 
they feel. And if you will not receive what they 
ſay, for Truth, but inſiſt upon their producing a bet- 
ter Proof of it, than their bare and confident: Af- 
{ertion, “ you are unconverted Mͤen, Strangers to the 
«© Power of Grace, and in a damnable Condition. 

Wceak and deluded Creatures! to take their blind 
and raſh Confidence for the Impreſſion of the Spirit 
of Light and Conviction; for no other Reaſon, to 
be ſure, but becauſe they imagine ſo; and to think 
that their Perſwaſions are right, only becauſe they 


are ſtrong in them! Beſides, if the Strength of your 


Perſwaſions and Impulſes be a certain Proof that 
they are from GOD; then, oppoſite and contradic- 
tory Perſwaſions and Impulſes, may both be from 
Im; Men of different and oppoſite Religions, 
may both be in the right: for, every Day we ee 
thote that are in an Error, as poſitive and peremp- 
tory, as thoſe that maintain the Truth; and the 
zealous Muſſelmen are as confident, that Mahomet was 
a great Prophet, and that his Religion came from 
Heaven, as any Chriſtian can be of the divine Au- 
thority of FESUS CHRIST and his Apoſtles. But 


 centradictory Propoſitions cannot be both true; op- 
Poſite Revelations cannot be both from GOD; there- 


tore the Strength of an Impulſe, is no Proof ef the 


Truch cf it: Men's being peremptory in tlieir Per- 


ſwaſions, is no Reaſon at all that they are in the right. 


Our Lozy Jxsus Cuxisr and his Apeſtles did not 


Ni deeſite 
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deſire Men to believe them, only becauſe they were 
perſwaded that what they taught, was true. They 
appealed to their Miracles, to the mighty Works 


which they did, and- which ' plainly demonſtrated 


that the Power of GOD was with them. 
A Third Mark of Diſtinction between the Apoſtles 
and Enthuſiaſts,” is the Doctrines which they taught. 
The Doctrines of theſe firſt Preachers of Chriſtia- 
nity, are plain and uſeful; thoſe of Eubuſiaſts are 


unintelligible and vain. It is only the rational and 


ſober Mind, that can have clear Ideas of Things, 

and think in a Manner ſuted tothe Benefit of Man- 
kind. So far as Paſſion, Prejudice, or Fancy pre- 

vail in us, our Thoughts and Speeches muſt be dark, 
fooliſh, and of a hurtful Tendency, Now .Enthu- 
ſiaſm proceeding from the Extravagancies of adif- 
tempered Imagination, he that is ſo unhappy as to 
be influenced by it, muſt accordingly think and 
ſpeak ; his Thoughts and Diſcourſe muſt be con · 


fuſed, wild and diſtracted. A bitter Fountain ſend- 


eth forth bitter Waters. A Man of good natural 
Abilities, that hath had the beſt Education, that Hathi 
made great Progreſs in the Study of Books and of 
the World, that is enriched with all Knowledge; 

let him once but think himſelf inſpired when he is nor, 
his Sentiments and Diſcourſe will partake ef his 
Diſorder and Wildneſs; he will be perplexed and 
violent; he will diſpiſe all Knowledge and Learning ; 
he will not give himſelf the Trouble to uſe Books 

or Converſation for the improving of his Mind; he 

will devote himſelf to idle Dreams and Chimeras; 
he will bealtogether inconſiſtent with himſelf. But 
when this Diſtraction gets into the Perſon of a dull 
and illiterate Man, it makes him ſtill more-abfurd, 
ridiculous and miſchievous ;- every Thing that looks 
like fober Reaſon, or wiſe Inſtruction, is an Abhor- 
rence:tohim ; he delights in the wide Regions of 
Ignorance and Darkneſs, and is abandoned to Stunt 


dity and Nonſenſe. Not 
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Not ſo do the holy Apoſtles think and teach; their 
Inſtructions are plain, and uſeful at the ſame Time: 
They ſpeak the Words of Truth and Soberneſt. What 
can be more obvious to the Underſtanding, and 
more beneficial to Mankind, than the Syſtem of 
Religion contained in the New-Teſtament? JESUS . 
CHRIST the only begotten, and wellbeloved Son 
of GOD, was incarnate, and appeared in the Na- 
ture of Man; he wrought many Mitacles; he 
taught an heavenly Doctrine; he lived a holy Life: 
he died for the Sins of the World, he roſe again 
for their ſuſtification; he aſcended toHeaven, and will 
come again at the laſt Day to judge all Mankind. 
In order to obtain the divine Favour and be eternal. 
happy, we muſt believe in FESUS CHRIST, | 
obey all his Commands, which are every Way 
worthy of GOD, and perfective of human Nature; 
and for this Purpoſe the Holy Spirit of GOD is 
ready to ſtrengthen and aſſiſt us in ſuch a Manner, 
as will make our ſincere Endeavours effeCtua), 
Theſe are the great Doctrines of the Apoſtles, and 
they are ſuted to the Capacity of all Men, and ſor 
univerſal Beneſit. Beat your Brains; ſtreteh your 
Thoughts; try if you can conceive any Thing 
more ſimple, more noble, more for the Glory of 
human Nature, and the Happineſs of Society, than 
the Precepts and Doctrines of the New - Teſtament. 
And as to their Manner of writing, it is not mean 
nor low, fierce nor violent; much Jeſs horrid ot 
outrageous ; it is ſuted to the Grandeur and Ma- 
2 joy; the Truths which they deliver; theꝝ ex- 

poſe them to the World in all their Beauty and in 
all their Glory ; ſo that they loſe nothing of their 


Value in their Mouths; 


What though you may obſer eſome fold Trachs, 2 


ſome pious: Sentiments, ſome tolerable Ways of 


ſpeaking in the Writings and Diſcourſes of Ven- 


ary Men ? You will lkewiſe meet with * 


and tions, baſe and ummanly Tenets, 
manifeſt A nes, ſhocking and impious Doc. 
trines. Now they ſwell into the imaginary and falſe 
ſublime, into fuſtian and bombaſt'; and then they 
ſink into mean and low Expreſſione, very remote 
— Simplicity, Grenatneſſ and Plainneſ 
0 . e n 
Forth, Let us conſider the Prajudices and el 
X Habits and Cuſtoms which the Apoſties attacked; 
and which they ſubdued and overcame. Enthuſian 
is wonderfully powerful and extenſive. In all Ages . 
and Countries, thoſe under the real, or pretended 
Influence of this Spirit, have had great Succeds ; 
they have been followed by Maikitndes, eſpecially 
of the inferiour Sort of People. When a few or 
more are once ſeized withths Phrenzy, their verx | 
Looks are infectious, the Fury fies from Face tro 
Face; and the Diſeaſe is noſooner{2en than caught. | 
This is evident from numberleſs Inftances in the 
Hiſtory: of Mankind. An Enthafaſt, let his Cha- 
radter otherwiſe be what it will, a Knave, Fool, 
or a mad Man, gathers 'Crowds of Followers. | 
But at the ſame Time, my Brethren, it is certain | 
that Enthuſiaſm always terminates in thoſe Notions | 
which the People have been accuſtomed to'enter- = 
tain with Love and Approbation; and there never | 
was an Inſtance of an Enrhufiaſts ſucceeding inte | 


World, but in flattering the Corruptions, or in ſu- | 
ting himſelf to the Prejudices, or preaching up the | 
favourite Opinions of Men; eſpecially if they ſeems 

ed to be in Danger, from the Attacks of ſome of 
oppoſite Principles. Vou may work np yourſelves, 
or, you may be worked up by others into Heats and 
Raptures, which are falſly thought to be fuperna- 
tural and divine, by meditating, or hearing Dulcour- 
ſes upon ſuch Subjects as agree with your Temper, 
Four Inclinations, your particular Byaſs, yoor- Cuf- 
Toms : but when 'a Thought is darted in upon n 
2 | contrary 
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contrary to your eſtabliſhed Notions, or-prevailing 
Paſſions ; or, if a heated Viſionary teaches Things 
which you have always looked upon with Diſlike, 
you immediately ſee his Folly, and treat him with 
Contempt, or Neglect. Thoſe that are acquainted 
with the. Hiſtory of the World, know that this 
hath been fo in Fact, from the Beginning, down to 
the preſent Times. Some Enthufiaſts have recom- 
mended themſelves to a People, by favouring Vice 
and Wickedneſs : Others by praiſing the Piety, the 
Orthodoxy, the Bravery and Sufferings of theirFore- 
Fathers, which they knew would be agreeable to 
them: Others have flattered their Pride and Vanity, 
and taken the Advantage of their Diſcontent, and 
eat Fondneſs to be equalled to, if not raiſed above 
their Betters: Others by ſuting themſelves to rebel- 
lious and turbulent Men, have eafily infuſed their Spi- 
rit into them: Others by r. in a proper Way to 
Perſons of a melancholy Turn of Mind, have worked 
them up to Wildneſs and Extravagance; And all of 
them without Exception, have found another Way 
to Heaven, than that of a good and holy Life. 
But this cannot be ſaid with Reſpect to the Ab. 
ſtles. The Doctrines they received, were quite 
contrary to all the Notions, they had entertained 
from their Cradles to that Time. They taught the 
Jews, that their Meſſias was not to be a great world 
ly Prince; that he was not to recover them from 
Slavery and raiſe them to worldly Glory and Honour; 
that the Law was not to continue forever; but that 
Jesvs CurrsT whom they had crucified Was the 
the promiſed Meſſias, that he had rifen again from 
the Dead, and was aſcended to Heaven, that all the 
ceremonial Part of the Law muſt be aboliſhed, that 
Moſes muſt yield to Jesvs CHRIS, a pure and ſimple 
Religion take Place; and that the Fews muſt become 
one People with all other Nations, and join in wor- 
ſhiping God in Spirit and in Truth. e | 
Eg | dhe 
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the Heathens to renounce their Gods and their Wor- 
ſhip, though ancient and pompous ; to deſpiſe their 
vain Philoſophy, which was ſo dear to them; to 
break off their univerſal and inveterate Habits and 
Cuſtoms, and to embrace a Saviour whom they de- 
ſpiſed-and ridiculed, and a Religion which they ac- 
counted F * ; | | 
Theſe Doctrines and Precepts which the wy 
preached, were directly contrary, I ſay, to all the 
Maxims, and Religions, and Inclinations of all the 
World; and yet they ſucceeded in preaching 
them; they prevailed with the Jes to forſake 
their Ceremomes, and the Heathens their Idolatry, 
and to join all as one People in embracing a erueified 
Saviour, and worſhipping the only living and true 
GOD through him. Theſe Things could not be the 
Effects of viſionary Schemes and Deſigns. Nothing 
but a ſerious calm Conviction of the Truth, 
attended with the Power and Efficacy of divine 
Grace, could produce ſuch an Alteration. 
What ſhall I ſay of the corrupt and vicious In- 
clinations, and of the evil Habits of Mankind, 
which the Apoſtles preached againſt and overcame? 
They contended not only with miſtaken Heads, but 
likewiſe with wicked Hearts. They forbid not 
only ſinful Actions, but \likewiſe ſinful Thoughts. 
They requiredObedience not only to Part of theLaw, 
but to the whole Law, without excepting the leaſt 
Precept. In a Word, they preſſed a thorough Re- 
formation of Heart and Life; and that Men ſhould 
become holy, as GOD is holy. Such were the Doc: 
trines of the Apoſtles, and they were received by 
many. Certainly then, the Finger of GOD was 
with. them. 3 3» 
\ + \Þifthly, Let us conſider the Diſpoſitions and Be- 
kaviour of the Apoſtles. In this Reſpect likewiſe 
they differ exceedingly from Enthuſiaſts. I am far 
from maintaining, that every Enthuſiaſt is a vicked 
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and vicious Man, hated by GOD, and liable to 
evetlaſting Miſery. GOD forbid that I ſhould en- 
tertain an Opinion, ſo abſurd and uncharitable. 1 
Relieve that many Perſons inclined this Way, are 
really pious and virtuous mtheir Hearts and Lives. 
There is a Degree of Enthuſiaſm conſiſtent with a 
Principle of Grace in the Soul. Where is the Man, 
that can ſay, I have made my Heart clean, I am 
free from Sin ? The Heats of Devotion, if they 
are not tempered with Caution and Prudence, and 
guided by Reaſon, are very apt to degenerate into 
Naben But how far a regenerated Perſon 
be allowed to wander into the Wilds of this Paſſion 
do not pretend to determine. Only, there is a Srot 
of Enthuſiaſm, which J verily believe, is inconſiſtent 
with an honeſt and good Heart: And thoſe viſio«. 
- nary Creatures that make a Noiſe in the World, 
by their ſecret Impulſes, their intimate Communi- 
on with GOD, their Inſpirations, their Revela- 
tions, are remarkable for theſe very great Sins. 
Firſt, An extravagant Self-Conceit, and a tho- 
rough Contempt of others. Imagining that GOD 
hath a particular Regard for them above all other 
Men, and that he makes them the great Inſtraments 
of his Providence on all Occaſions ;” they are filled 
with intolerable Pfide and Vanity, and look down 
with Contempt upon the reafonable and ſober Man, 
as infinitely below them. I confeſs at the fame 
e, they affect to be very lowly, and felf-aba- 
d; acknowledging their great Sins, calling them- 
felves the worſt of all Mankind, and declaring that 
they are willing even to die, for the Sake of others. 
But with a hetle Attention; à diſcerning Eye may 
perceive this ſeeming Humility of theirs; to be 0. 
ching, but a refined Catnality, intolerable Tpiritual 
Pride, that expreſſes it ſelf in boaſtifig of the great 
Power of GOD within them, and that attend chem ; 
2 mighty Solficirade about the Applauſe JT 4 
II. 8 0 ä 0 ; 
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World, and a perfe& Diſdain of all that will not 
admire and follow them. . Secondly, They afe're- 
markable for a Neglect, it not a Contempt of the 
moral Vertues. Having their Thoughts taken u * 
with Dreams and Viſions, and their Souls filed w1 


ima Raptures and Extaſies, and wluch are 
really nothing but the Workings' and Overboilings 
of a heated Imagination; they have no Concern for 
the Laws of Truth and Righteouſneſs, no Senti- 
_ of Love and 'Tenderneſs for Men. Or, if 
eat and important Duties ſometimes. pre- 
. Remſelves to their Minds, they ſoon batiifli 
chem again, as pon. their noble. and elevated 
Souls, and becoming only Men of carnal and worldly ” 
Diſpoſitions. And K er are of a ſtirring and ac- 
tive Temper, they deſtroy ha Quiet of their peace- 
able Neighbours, and 8 publick Diſturbers 
of Soeiety. But what is worlt of all, whilſt they 
thus aefpiſe eve we Thing that is good, and are en- 
gaged in Miſehief, they Srould bas. the World; 
that they are full of Love to them, and doing what 
is moſt for their Benefit and Advantage. Thirdlyg 
They are remarkable for fighting 1 * Laws, 


and divine Ordinances. At firſt they ſeem to be in- 


nocent and inoffenſive: But when wo Infatuation 
prevails, and Numbers are added to them, they o- 
penly break the Laws, they deſpiſe go and 
are for erecting a Government according to their 
own vain Imaginations, and what will —— them 
Maſters of ow Lives, as well as of the Eſtates of 
all their-Op & is the ſame with Reſpedits 
the Oxdi 3% gooey They look upon them 
as beg * Elements, and of no Uſe to Cs 
of ther high Degrees of Perfection. 
The Character of the is ſo oppoſite. 10 
chis, cat it Wonld de an 4 ont to their Memory 
to take mueh Pains to illuſtrate and prove it. Only, 
4. is very evident from _ Kory, and fen e 


WI tings, T6, 


=_ 
” —_ - — - - «4 »- gw FIR 
- . 


C2 Da kg — = = 
— = he —_— - _ —_ = 


P © op» 


9 
Wo! 


= \ 
a” jr — - = = 
. —— ——— — — cans 


1 ä 3 3 
= by 8 > — 


34 The Apoſtles neither Impaſtors nor Enthuſiaſts. 


Writings, that they were really inoffenſive and 
blameleſs in their Sentiments and Manners, after 
their Converſion to Chriſtianity. To a ſtrict Pie- 
ty and Devotion towards GOD, by joined Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs and Tenderneſs to- 
wards Men. Never had any Perſons ſo much Rea- 
ſon to be proud of their Privileges and Advanta- 
ges, as the Apoſtle's had. They were immediately 
commiſſioned from Heaven to deliver the Will © 
GOD to the World; they were Ambaſſadors 6 
JESUS CHRIST ; they were endowed with extraor- 
dinary Powers, whereby they did work great Mira- 
cles, heal the ſick, caſt out Devils, raiſe the Dead, 
and the Spirit of God was communicated to them 
in a more abundant Meaſure than ever it hath been 
beſtowed upon any other Men ſince their Days: 
And yet they were far from being lifted up with the 
Thoughts of thoſe wonderful Favours ; they were not 
proud and arrogant, vain and ſelf-conceited, Boaſt- 
ers and Contemners of others. On the contrary, 
they had low and humble Thoughts of themſelves; 
they were, dead to the Praiſe of Men; they them» 
ſelves ſeemed: to be the only Perſons, that were in- 
enſible to their ownWorth and Value; they preferred 
others to themſelves. Their Manners were an ex- 
act Tranſcript of what they taught. Be cloatbed 
with Humility : let every one eſteem his Neighbour bet- 
ter than himſelf: Seek not high Things; condeſcend to 
Men of low Degree. Tis true, the Apoſtles ſometimes 
magnify their Office, and mention their Advantages, 
and their Faithfulneſs in theDiſcharge of their impor- 
tant Truſt. But it is only to-do; Juſtice to thei 
own Character when baſely vilified by others, and 
to ſupport the Credit of the Goſpel, whichit's Ene- 


mies attempted to wound through their Sides. And 
they do this, with all Meekneſs and Gentlene 
ſpeaking but ſparingly of their on Graces and go 
Deeds, and inſiſting as little as poſſible upon the mY : 
2 ” | ** 


9 


The Apoſtles neither Inpiſtorr nor Enthuſiaſts.” 35. 


of their Adverſaries, notwithſtanding all the Pro- 
vocations they had to the contrary, They paid a 
ſacred Regard toMorality in all their Speeches and 
Actions. Nothing that was falſe, diſhoneſt, crafty, 
cruel, malicious or revengeful, ever proceeded out 
of their Mouths, or appeared in their Conduct. 
Whatſoever Things are true, juſt, boneſt, pure, lovely, | - 

ef good Report, if there is any Virtue, if. there is any 

aiſe, theſe Things they thought of, and 3 
ed. Above all Things they did put on Charity, that 
Charity which is the Soul and Life of all other Gra- 
ces, Charity which ſuffereth long and is kind, 
which envieth not, vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, 
doth not behave itſhlf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is. 
not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth not in Ini- 
quity,but rejoiceth in the Truth, beareth all Things, be- 
lieveth all Things, hopeth all Things, endureth all Things. 
1 Cor. 13* 4, 5, 6, 7. And as for human Laws, 
and divine Ordinances ; as we ſaid in the Beginning 
of the. Diſcourſe, the Apoſtles were ſubject to Ma- 
giftrates, and to others in Authority; and they per- 
emptorily commanded all Chriſtians inviolably to 
obſerve the ſame Conduct. They walked in all the 
Ordinances of GOD, embracing every Opportunity 
of this Kind, as a Means to improve in Wiſdom and 
Holineſs. ING: | | 
| Sixthly, Let us conſider the great Regard which 
the Apoltles had for Reaſon, and the Perfection to 
which they carried it. Erthuftaſts are remarkable 
for their Hatred and Enmity to the Exerciſe of Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding. There is very little of it 
to be ſeen, or heard in their Talk and Writings. 
They do what they can to vilifie this noble and di- 
vine Faculty, and to bring it into Diſgrace; and 
thoſe Things that have leaſt of the Ait of ſolid Ar- 
gument and good Senſe, and appear wonderful and 
extraordinary, are moſt agreeable to them: This 
proceeds, from theſe following Cauſes, Fit, __ 
17 $24 0 
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\ $loth and Indolence, It is a yerytedious 'Fhihg' for 
them to exerciſe their Reaſon and Underſtanding, as 


they ought to do: and very often, after all the Pains 
they take, they are unſucceſsful, and now not Well 
what they ſhould believe, nor how they ſhould act. 
'Therefore that they may be freed from this Uncer 
tainty, and from the Troubles of a painful and rati- 
onal Inquiry, they are glad of any Handle to pre- 
tend to Inſpiration, and to perſuade themſelves chat 
the Spirit of GOD — ſuggeſts to them 
all their Opinions, and regulates all their Conduct. 
This flatters their lazy and flothſul Temper. Se- 
on2ly, Their Contempt of Reaſon proceeds from 
Pride and Vanity. Having raiſed themſelves into a 
Conceit, that they have a great perſonal Intereſt 
with God, and frequent Communications from the 
Holy Spirit; they think it below them to uſe the 
common and natural Ways of Knowledge, andfopl- 
iſhly imagine that by Vertue of their immediate inter · 
courſe with the Deity, who is the Fountain of Pbight, 
all Things will be in an extraordinary Manner re- 
vealed and made known to them: This I ſay flat» 
ters their Vanity. O the. Pleaſure and Glory of be+ 
ing inſpired ! to come at Knowledge without the 
Trouble of Search and Enquiry, to be above. the 
greateſt Philoſopher in the World, to be taught im- 
mediately by GOD himſelf ! Let carnal Mretehes 
conſult common Senſe ;. let them think, and Reaſon, 
and draw Conſequences ; as for us, we are dit 
by a-much ſuperior Guide : The Light ſhines from 
* rs directly into our Minds. Thirdly, They 
are againſt Reaſon, becauſe Reaſon is againſt them: 
Reaſon is the moſt powerful and formidable Ene: 
my, that the Ent ingſiaſt hath to fight againſt. Whilſt 
there is the leaſt Spark of this in his Mind, he is in 
continual Uneaſineſs; he can have no Reſt. There: 


fore it is no Wonder, that he endeavours to ban; 


niſh it from him intirely, and to ruin its Credit a. 
. ; mos 


mong 8 3-that fo he may never more be trou · 
bled with its painful e z that he is conti. 


nually talking and preac 
Religion was an unreaſonable Thing, and the Au- 
thor of our rational Powers and Faculties, was not 
that GOD who inſpired the holy Seriptures. T.con- 
ſeſs, they pretend, that they ſpeak againſt carnal 
Reaſon only; but then it is certain, chat they call 
all Reaſon carnal, that does not favour their wild 
and Practices. They ſhun to converſe 
with Men of Underſtanding ty Learning. ; they 
bid their Followers beware of them. - Books writ- 
ten in this Way, they curſe, and condemn to, the 
Flames. 
But this is not the Language, nor agreeadle to the 
practice of the Apoſtles. So far were they from de- 
ſpiſing, or even neglecting Reaſon, that on che con- 
they made continual Uſe of it; they recommen- 
det it ſtrongly to Chriſtians, and earneſtly eee 
them to examine the Doctrines which were ta 
oy the Rules of Reaſon; they improved 
aculty, and carried it to a greater De ree 
| 00 Perfattion, than otherwiſe it could have arrived ta. 
The Apoſtles made continual Uſe of Reaſon... Care- 
ſally and without Prejudice read the Writings of 


£2 theis holy Men; conſider the Religion which th 


teach, and the Rules of Morality which t — 
ſcribe; and you muſt be pleaſed. and raviſhed with 
their Diſcoveries 3 you will find nothing but what 
is agreeable to Reaſon and good Senſe; you will be 
convinced, that to forſake their Guidance, is to for- 
ſake the plain Paths of Truth and Virtue, and to go 
aſtray into the Wilderneſs of Error and Folly. In- 
ref the Doctrines of the Scripture are in- 
comprehenſible to the human Mind; they are above 
the Reach of our Underſtanding: and no Won- 
der it ſhould be ſo; for we have not a perfect Con- 
| ee of thoſe Things which wn — 
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of GOD, who had al 
| Command, condeſcended to inſtruct Men in Wif⸗ 
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before our E Eyes, and which we think we are beſt ac- 
Much leſs can we form an adequate 


by ſearching find out GOD? Who can find out the Al- 


mighty to Perfection? But there is not any one Doc 


trine in Scripture, that can be proved to be contrary 
to Reafon : they are above it, but they are not 
contrary to it. 

And as the Apoſtles teach nothing but ſolid and un. 
queſtionable Truths, nothing but what is ſober and 
reaſonable; ſo it is by the Help of Reaſon that they 
recommend their Doctrines to the World. They 
could have challenged Mankind to believe them up- 
on Account of the Miracles which they wrought, 
and the Excellencyof their Doctrines and Precepts : 
but they did chuſe rather to perſwade them to em- 
brace the Truth by Reaſon and Argument, when 
they would hearken tothem : Reaſoning, they 
prove that JESUS CHRIST is the Meſſias prophe- 
tied of in the Old-Teſtament ; by Reaſoning, they 
ſhew the Heathens the Folly of their abc ; by 

Rory 


Reaſoning, they diſplay Fel Beauty and Ex 
of ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety 5 Virtue; 
ſoning, they anſwer all Objettions, and lab Fo = 


Truth. This is evident from the Writin ngs of all the 
Apoſtles, cloudy thoſe of the Apoſtle Paul, whom 


the greateſt Philoſophers have owed to be a 


Maſter of Reaſon. 
Moreover, So fair and upright are they, chat they 
appeal to the Reaſon of Mankind, and require them 


to examine and judge what they ſay and preach. 


T ſpeak as to wiſe Men, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 


10. 15. I ſpeak as to wiſe Men, judge ye what: T Jay. 
In another Place ; Prove all Things ; ; hold faſt-that 


which is beſt. And, 1 John 4. I. ef, believe 
not every Spirit; but try the Spirits. Nay, the Son 
al che Po Powers of Nature at his 


dom 


” 
. by 


— 


that hang over our Min 


related by the Apoſtles; the Miracles which they 
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dom and Knowledge, and by Reaſonand Argument, 
to perſwade them of the Truth of his Inſtructions; 
he wg; one every Thing he- advanced by Proofs 
and Illuſtrations ſuted to the Capacity of thoſe, 
he had to do with. And when he put to Silence 
all his Adverſaries, and no Man durſt ask him 
any more Queſtions ; it was not by the Power of Mi- 
racles, nor by the Force of Authority: it was by 
the ohh and Evidence of the Doctrines which he 
taught. | | 

4 N urther, The Apoſtles of FESUS CHRIST im- 
proved Reaſon, and carried it to a greater Degree 
of Perfection, than otherwiſe it could have arrived 
to. With the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit that 
animated them, they diſcovered many new Princi- 
ples, their Memories were ſtrengthned, their At- 
tention was rendered cloſe and ſerious; their Love 
to Truth was warmed; they obſerved the Relation 
and Connection of Things ; they argued juſtly ; 


they formed Concluſions with all Fairneſs and Per- 


ſpicuity. And thus it was, that in great Meaſure 


they recovered themſelves from the Ignorance and 
Darkneſs, the Errors and Prejudices in Which 
the reſt of Mankind were involved, and attain- 
ed to that Wiſdom and Knowledge, in Which 


human Nature was formed at firſt. And if we will 
carefully, and with an honeſt Heart, read and me- 
ditate upon the Writings of the "Apoſtles, we ſhall 
learn from them, to diſpell the Clouds and Darkneſs 

& to put off our Prejudices, 
to correct our Errors; ina Word, we ſhall learn to 
be reaſonable and wile, as they were. Beholding in 
them, as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the LORD, we ſoul 


be changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory 
even as by the Spirit 45 the LORD. les Fon ; 
e 


Thus my Brethren, the Circumſtances of the Facts 


wrought ; the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of their 
cs ; | n Doctrines 
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Doctrines and Precepts; the wonderful Sueeeſs th 

had, notwithſtanding the great and terrible 

tion made to them, by the Prejudiees, and Paſſions, 
and Cuſtoms of Mankind; their unblemiſhed Life 

and Converſation; their Regard to Reaſon, Thing 

perfection to which they did carry it; allthefe Thi 

put together, ſufficiently prove that the Teſtimony 


1 


of the Apoſtles is ſober; that they were not 2955 : 


or viſionary Men; taking their own groundleſs 
nions and Imaginations for the Impreſſions : of 


divine Spirit; but that they were in the full Exer- 


ciſe of their Reaſon and Underſtanding, and taught 


and related nothing, but what was really true, and: 
| had come to paſs, Juſt as they repreſented it. : 


And thus have we finiſhed the Argument we pro- 
poſed, with Reſpe&to-the Character and Cas: 


tions of the Apoſtles. They were Men of Truth 


and Soberneſs: they had ſufficient Knowledge and 
Integrity to perſwade Belief : they eould not poſſi» 
bly have any Deſign to deceive, or to impoſe upon 


others, and they were not deceived and impoſed 


upon themſelves. - Therefore there is all the Rea- 


fon in the World to believe them: And if there is 


any that will not receive their Teſtimony, and give 


Credit to the Revelation of the Goſpel; it is becauſe - 


they are governed by their unaccountable Humours, 


* 


their Prejudices, their Paſſions, or their Intereſt, and 


not by a: Regard to Truth, and the Evidence of 


TI And now let us proceed to the 


APPEICATI CN. 


Firſt, Let us lament the Corruption and 1 


racy of Mankind, chat are ſoregardleſs of T oe a 


Reaſon. This is 'owing to our original Weaknes 


and Depravity, to our Cireumſtances in the World, 


and to the bad Edueation we receive from thoſe that 


have the Care of our Childhood and youthful Years. 
We are born blind andi ignorant, fooliſh & perverſe; 


projie to that whiehis EU. an ; 
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and brought forth in Iniquity. As ſoon as we come 

into the World; immediately we dwell in the midſt 

of all Wiekednèſs, and are ſurrounded with number 

leſs Errogs. The firſt Talk and Converſation We 

hear, and the firſt Examples we ſee, ſerve only to 

lead us into Darkneſs, and engage us in deceitſul 

Paths. We come into the World with 5 

Difpoſitions, and that incline and carry us to Evil, 

and the Education we receive, would ruin the moſt 

happy "Temper of Mind. Our Parents inſtead ot 

inſtilligg into us a Love for Truth, and teaching us 

the Habit of Reaſoning, train us up to Delight in 

ſuch Things only, as pleaſe the Taſte, as dazzle the 

Eyes, in a Word, as charm the Senſes. When we 

come to the Years" of Underſtanding, and are capa - 

ble of exerciſing our Reaſon, the great Leſſons we: © 

receive, teach us only to think, and to labour, in 

Order to acquire Wealth and Riches, and that we 

may make a more ſhining Figure than others, 

Power and Authority, Pomp and Show, Affluence 

and Superfluity, are the great, if not the only Ends, 

we propoſe to ourſelves. Religion and Vertue, ane 

our eternal Duration in another State beyond the 

Grave, are but little minded by us. Or, if we 

ſometimes allow theſe Things to enter into our 

Thoughts, the Notions we have of them, and 

the Form in which they appear, are taken from our - 

particular Temper and Inclinations, the Prejudices 

of Education, or the Cuſtoms of the People among 

whom we live, and not from diligent and mpar- 

tial Enquiry, ſerious Examination and rational Con- _ 

viction. We are Chriſtians in this Part of the 

World, for the ſame: Reaſons, that thoſe in Twky 2 

are Mahometans, and the Indians are Pagans. And 

having allowed our Prejudices, and Indolence, to 

grow up into ſtrong and inveterate Habits, we are 

unwilling to be cured, we cannot ſuffer ourſelves . 

to be, ſpoken to; and 1 any one preſſes us to my "WE 
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ken to the Voice of Wiſdom, we feel very utieafy, 
we are provoked, and like Feſtus, we pronotince 
the Truths of the Goſpel, Folly. and Madneſs. _ 
How unaccountable, how ſtupid is this Conduet! 
It finks our Heaven-born Souls into the mean and 
low Condition of the Brutes, and expoſes us to great 
Pain and Miſery. Our chief Buſineſs is to recover 
the Divine Image, which we loſt by the Fall. It 
is not to gratify our Senſes, and to provide for 
the Welfare of our Bodies only. o; It is 
to purify and exalt our Souls, to raiſe them to 
the higheſt Degree of Wiſdom and Vertue, Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, Meekneſs and Humility, Good- 
neſs and Mercy, and ſo to prepare them for the 
Society of the bleſſed Spirits in the Regions of Im- 
mortality, And for this Purpoſe, we muſt hake 
off our Prejudices, we muſt endeavour to diſpell the 
Darkneſs of our Minds, we muſt cheriſ and culti- 
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Vate a Love for Truth, we muſt take great Care 
and Pains to improve our rational Faculties, and to 
row in Knowledge: We muſt Mer to GOD bur 
Souls and our Bodies purified and ſanckiſied, which is our 
reaſonable Service. N 
Secondiy, We may ſee the Error and Deluſion of 
Infidels, who ridicule and inſult our moſt holy Reli- 
gion, and would have the Teachers of it, eſpecially 
the Apoſtles, to paſs for diſhoneſt or viſlouary Tos 
GOD in Mercy to Mankind hith revealed his Will 
to us, and the Book which contains this Will, we 
have in our Hands. Every Thing in it,isworth of 
GOD, perfective of human Nature, and tends to 
the general Happineſs of the World. We have all 
the Evidence for the Truth of the Mattets of Fact 
related in the Goſpel, which they are capable of, 
ſuppoſing they were true; atid_thofe that deny 
them, muſt, 7 they deal fairly, deny the Validity 
of all moral Evidence whatſbever. How ablurd's 
Thing is it chen to disbelieve the Goſpel, Wane 
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there are ſuch ſhining Characters of Divinity ? 
How ſtrange that ſo many, as we have Reaſon 
to An there are in the World, ſhould. 
uarrel and find Fault with the ſacred Oracles, in- 
dead of profiting by them; ſhould reject that Evi- 
dence for their Truth, as vain and frivolous, which | 


\ they look upon as demonſtrative in other Caſes ; 


ſhould for the Sake of the Follies and Extravagan- 
cies of Chtiſtians, which are plainly contrary to 
the Goſpel, condemn the Goſpel itſelf, and cry, 
Raze it, raze it even to the Foundation ? 
What poſſibls Cauſe can we aſſigu for this Con- 
duct? The Goſpel gives them great Unèaſineſs; 
the Laws of this Book are contrary to their Luſts and 
Faſſions; the Miſery threatned therein, alarms 


them; they want to live as they pleaſe, to haye no. 


Rule, but their Deſires, no Law but their Inclina- 
tions; andJthey Pride agreeing with their other 
Luſts, makes them think it a glorious Victory, to 
overcome their Reaſon, and to contemn the Re- 
proaches. of their Conſcience. May GOD reco- 
ver them from their Prejudices, and give them 

to know the Truth as it is in JESUS. 58 
Thirdly, From what hath been ſaid, we may fee 
the great Miſtake of ſome Chriſtians, who may 
have an honeſt Meaning, but who are ſo unreaſon- 
able as to place the Perfection of the Chriſtian Re- 


gion, in certain inward Impulſes and Impreſſions, 
in certain Viſions and Fancies, that have no Coun- 


tenance from Scripture,. but on the contrary are 
expreſly condemned by it, and which tend to 


render our Religion ſuſpected, and to introduce In- 


fidelity and all manner of Impiety and Vice. I 
acknowledge, (becauſe it is clearly revealed in the 
Goſpel) I acknowledge that Spirit of GOD reſides 
in every true Chriſtian; and works in him both to 
will, and to do; and that without his ſpecial Aid 
and Aſſiſtance, we cannot ſo much as think A 
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them intent, till they have prodnce 
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good Thought. He enlightens our Minds, he 
renews our Wills, he cauſes us to believe in GOD, 
to love him and to obey his Laws: but he does theſe 
Things, by diſcovering to us Religion and Vertue, 
and propounding the Arguments, or Evidence, that 
perſwade us to embrace them; by fixing our Minds 
vpon theſe Arguments and Evidence, and keeping 

| d their roper 
Effect; by begetting in us a prevailing Taſte and 


Reliſh for Piety and Virtue, ſo as to make us love 


them with all our Hearts and above all Things ; 
by enlarging our Knowledge, and ſtrengthning our 


| Reaſon in ſpiritual Things, and by furthering and 
helping forward the Efficacy of omtPerſwaſions and 


Inclinations, in our Hearts and Lives, in our Rege- 
neration and Sanctification. And theſe Things he 
generally, if not always performs in ſo calm and 


5 Ses a Manner, as that we cannot diftinguith the 


eration of the Spirit of GOD within us, fromthe 
Workings of dur own Minds. A Man may know 
when pious and . Inclinations pre- 


vail in him, and when he does a good Action: but 
the Spirit of GOD that moves him to theſe Things, 
he cannot feel any otherwiſe, than by being ſenſi- 


ble, that he fees and is convinced of the Truth, and 
that he loves and takes Pleaſure in it, The Wind 
Bloceih) where it liſteth and thou beareſt the Sound 


tberegf. You hear the Sound of the Wind, and you 


ice the other Effects it produces; but you know not, 
where it begins, nor where it ends. $0 is every one 
that is born of the Spirit, We ſee that he is changed, 
heis ſenſible of it himſelf; but the Action that pro- 
duces this Change, is above his Comprehenſion. 
And as for ſpiritual Joy, or the Foy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, this flows naturally from a Conſcionſnels 
of having believed in GOD and obeyed his Com- 
mande, and conſequently that we are guided by his 
Spirit, are the Objects of his ſpecial Favont and 
88 ; _ Mercy, 
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Mercy, and entitled through JESUS CHRIST, te 
a bleſſed Immortality: And in Proportion to the 
Degree of our Faith and Obedience, is our-{piritual 
Comfort and Joy. Theſe Things are plain toeve- 
ry one that attentively and without Prejudice, will 
conſider the holy Scripture. And the Miſtakes of 

_ Chriſtians in this Reſpect, are owing to their taking 

certain. Texts in a Senſe bag Jo will by no 
Means bear, which is contrary to the Tenor of 
the 'New-Teſtament, and to the plain Dictates of 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, ä | 
Impulſes then, ' Impreſſions, Feelings, ſecret 
Whifpers, and ſuch like Things, which you cannot 
prove to come from GOD, any other Way, but be- 
cCauſe they are ſtrong and violent, ought to be reject- 
ed. You have no Neaſon in the World to believe 
them, but becauſe you believe them. And they tend 
to render our Rehgion ſuſpected, and to expoſe it to 
the Scorn and Deriſion of Infidels. What Credit 
can we give to Men under the Inſſuence of ground- 

leſs Dreams, Viſions, Raptures, *Impulſes'?* If the 
Apoſtles had been Men of this Kind, heir Teſtimony 
would be of very little Significancy. And how baſe * 
and unmanly is it, to be guided neither by Scripture 
nor Reaſon, but to give aur ſelves up to the blind and 
mad Suggeſtions of an heated and diſorderty Brain! 
Nothin 'S more vilifies human Nature: It ſinks it even 

below the Brutes that periſn. Hence it is, chat ſood 
many are prejudiced againſt Religion, that ſome ne- 
ver embrace it, and that others throw it off, after th 

have put on the Profeſſion of it. Unthinking Men 

not being able, or not being willing to diſtinguiſh be- 

tween Religion and Euthuſiaſin, but having as much 
FRanowledge and Underſtanding as to ſee the Folly and 

Abſurdity of the laſt of theſe, they condemn both in 

the Lump, and betake themſelves to Infidelity, as the = 
moſt rational Scheme. Thus the Perſons that profeſs : 
the greateſt Regard to Truth, are its worſt Enemies; _ » 
ws | and 
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ind Religion receives the moſt fatal Wounds in the 
Houſe of its pretended Friends. Conſider the Na- 
ture of Things, enquire into the Hiſtory of former 
Generations, and you ſhall find that Enthyſiaſm hath. 
always been a Forerunner of Infidehtyand Immora- 
lity. Theſe have always followed it, as the Shadow 
does the Body. May GOD of his infinite Mercy 
order Things otherwiſe with Reſpect tous! _ 
Fourthly, My dear Brethren, ſuffer the Word of Ex- 
hortation. Be upon your Guard againſt Infide lit 
and Enthuſiaſm. Iknow not which of theſe is the 
greateſt Enemy to true Religion. If the Deiſt de. 
nies Iæsvs CyR1sT, the Viſionary repreſents him as a 
capricious, partial, unjuſt and cruel Being. You. are 
in greater Danger of Infidelity than you may be aware 
of. The Enemies of our Religion are ſenſible of the 
Advantage they have got over us; and they will uot 
fail to improve it. Stand faſt therefore in the Faith 
of the Goſpel. We beſeech you not to forſake a 
Cauſe, that is ſareaſonable, and of ſo 1 5 a Ten- 
dency ; that is the Comfort and Joy of the World; 
that was confirmed. by the greateſt Miracles; that 
was ſealed with the Blood of ſo many Martyrs. Con- 
ſider at the ſame Time, the Extravagance and 
Miſery of. Enthuſiaſm, the corrupted Springs from 
_ which it flows, and the terrible Effects it pro- 
duces; and above all, how difficult it is for a Man 
to be cured, when once he is infected with it. It 
| is in vain to offer to reaſon, with him. His firſt and 
i _ great Concern is, to be continually upon his Guard 
againſt Reaſon. He ſtarts and flies away from you, 
atthe ſingle mentioning of the Word. Ang: as for 
Scripture, he explains and applies that according to 
1 .- this own Fancy, and the wild. Impreſſions that are 
_ war upon. his . 8 18 a 2 
=_ - or ſome extraordinary Change, as to his Lemper 
Circumſtances or Condition, he cannot be bel 
=_— to. ſound Mind. Do you. regard the 918 


GOD, and the Cauſe and Intereſt of Religion and 
Virtue ? Watch againſt Enthuſiaſm. What Mad- 
neſs is it to expoſe your ſelves to a Miſery, from 
which it is next to irnpeffible'to recover yout felves! 
What monſtrous Opiniotts have Enthuſiaſts embraced - 
3 What dreadful Confuſion and Miſ- 
chiet have they begotten in the World? How ſname- 
1005 * horribly have many of them finiſhed their 
ves ! © - We 8 . 
But at the ſame Time that you condemn and 
fnun the Errors of Infidels and Enthuſiaſts, take Care 
that you do not act from the ſame Principles, that in- 
fluence and govern them; take Care that your Incli- 
nations, your Paſfions, and your Deſigns are not as 
wicked and fooliſh as theirs are. The Infidel - 
contemns and ridicales the facred Oracles,: becaule 
| be arnuul his Prejudices, they croſs his darling 
ufts, they condemn his Purpoſes, and threaten him 
with Miſery. Let me ask you, Do ydu hot att from 
the fame Principles? Whom do-yaulove moſt; GOD; 
cr your ſelves? Whoſe Will d e, the Will 
of GOD, or your own Will? 0 you take 
moſt Pleaſure ; in finding out the „ Orin gra- 
tifying your ſelves with idle Amuſements ? Whoſe 
Intereft do ycu purſue with the greateſt Zeal, chat or 
the Publick, or your own private Intereſt? What 
Difference then ĩs there 3 and Infidels 9 
The one confeſſes what he is, a Ats accordingly; 
But you deny what you are, and Wradict yourſelves. 
Both of you are led and guided by your Luſts and 


- Are not you like wiſe governed by the ſame Princi- | 
ples that animate EA ? N. are wild and IF 
extravagant; are not you ſo too are igno- | 
rant, proud, Lonerited Begins of hes, Haters f 
Reafon and Soberneſs; are not you the ſame ! "Could .. 
I perfwade yon, that you may be inſpired, that uu 
may be enabled to work wonderful Miracles, you 
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would be all Attention, you would hear me with Joy - +. 
and Rapture. But I tell you, in the Name of the 
LORD, chat you may be inſpired, that you may 
perform wonderful Miracles, and yet be ruined and 
undone at laſt. Though you ſpeak- with the Tongue 
of Men and Angels, and have not Charity, you are no- 
thing. Charity, Love to GOD and Men, thro” Ixsus 
Cuxis r, manifeſting it ſelf in Acts of ſolid Piety, and 
unfeigned and univerſal Beneficence, is of iufinite- 
iy greater Value, than all che miraeulous Gifts ſpo- 
ken of in the Goſpel. To heal the Sick; to fore- 
tell Things to come, to raiſe the Dead, to make 
the Sun ſtand fill, all theſe Things are not once 
to be compared to this Grace. Nothing ſo bene - 
ficial to Mankind, ſo ornamental to humane Nature, 
fo much reſembling the greateſt and beſt of Beings, 
as Charity]! Tis in the Heart that this Principle 
reigns. It is made up of Patience, Submiſſion, Mecks- 
ns By Tumility, Sweetneſs, Kindneſs, Beneficencz. 
Ws: Joys arg the; Jays of Truth. It's greateſt Felicity 
is to 1. Rigg ala and- Happmeſs prevailing 
amongſt -<he ek Men. 
In the Naß GOD then, my dear Brethren, for- 
| Tike your tnreafenable&wicked Thoughts and Ways. 
Remember that you are Men andChriſtians. -Diligent- 


+ 


fee n Scriptures, Belis de in che 


culine Religiog. end upon GOD fort 
al and e cacious Aids & Alttances of His Holy Spirit. 
Be frequent and earneſt in your Supplications to the 
Tpronè pt vine Grace. 

© Now to the eternal! and inexhauſtible Fountain ahd 

Auth ef Light and Wiſdaw,' f Ituth and Ran, 
an -þ 5 Religion and Virtue, Peace and Foy be all; Power, 
„ Dod and Glory, for edet and eder. AMEN: A 8 
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